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]GCk Ander son The furor over Morison began last  When a Pentagon-declassified ac-
August when Defense Secretary Cas- count of the hearing was released,

r Weinberger opened “Jane’s De- Soviet mulitary attaches’_eyes must

And Dale Van Atta ?:nce Weeklf"e'r and saw three U.S. have There were clear; de-

satellite photos of a new Soviet air- taled overhead photographs of their

The craft carrier under construction. The ‘two _secret planes. They could tell

magazine is an offshoot of the_14 au- lh%ﬁ_fmslf%v_:%e_mgtw

thoritative Jane's books on military taken, irom the adows beneaﬂ} the

hardware published each year. ' WW

YStem _Rewriing the espionage laws and Feld Tt Fad been “rargeted. by fhe
brushinF aside the First Amendment, US. spy satellite.

° eral prosecutor said Morison Tn other words, the Soviets could

- g country’s imerests tell precisely the same things that

l t by making avaiable mformation that, Morison was accused of enabling them

foreign analysts_could_derive . from to find out a year later: capability and

The Reagan administration has these gﬁotg%r_aglﬁ concerning the targeting. . '
dumped a full load of government ret- Capabilities o Amenican intelligence-  Yet nobody was reprimanded- for
-ribution on a Navy civilian analyst who. gathering methods, as well as Amer- this. An investigation concluded that

slipped_three _satellite photos "of a ican targeting priorities.” = the “system” was to blame, and as
Soviet aircraft carrier to a British _In other words, publication of the everyone in Washington knows, no
mmagazme. He faces 40 years iu prison Photos tipped the Russians off that we one can be held responsible for the
if con

victed of espionage charges. = | “oc targeting the Black Sea shipyard system.
But when an Air Force general Where the carrier was being built. ° -

showed Congress photos of equal in- mw&m—ﬁt—hﬁ
. - viets are so stupid the dn't
terest o the Kremin and théy were {00 e e o ch would e T
mistakenly released to the public, NO terested in their first large-deck carmi-
one drew so much as a tut-tut. er. I facl, our sources assure us,
Why the double standard? That's W ets routinely cover up their equi
what we'd like to know. * ' ment when . spy sateliites pass
The Navy analyst is Samuel Loring overhead .o
Morison, who moonlighted for the Brit- As to the “capabilities” argument,
ish magazine with the Navy’s full know}- the government claims the Soviets
edge. He's a grandson of the late author can’t determine the clarity and quality
and admiral, Samue! Eliot Morison, who of satellite photographs that are offi-
wrote the definitive history of U.S. naval cially released because the Pentagon
actions in World War [L . .. -deliberately makes them fuzzy and less’
In the first place, the espionage laws detailed. e
were never intended to nmc?j:‘!ul?ha- Actually, our sources say, the Sovi
fion of classified informaton a crime. In_ets have an excelient idea of the clar-
has tedly refused to ity of U.S. satellite photographs—'
pass such a restriction, knowing that a thanks to the non-fuzzed, free-for-the-:
corrupt_admunstration_could cpver up taking copies of the Air Force photosg
its mmdeeds by stamping “secret” on mistakenly released in 1983. ‘
embarrassing information. - This incredible episode occurred
What makes the administration’s after 3 properly closed hearing on‘de-
vendetta against Morison additionally fense appropriations before the House
outrageous is the Pentagon'’s failure to Armed Services Committee on :April
take any action against those responsi- 6, 1983. An Air Force general's testi-
ble for a similar disclosure about a mony included “vu-graphs” of new
year earlier. Two_ _photographs Soviet aircraft—the SU27 Flanker
released by the Pentagon told the and the MiG29 Fulcrum fighter
Soviets _everything they peeded to planes.
know about the capability of U.S. spy
satellites to pnotograph Soviet weap-
ons on the ground or under construc-
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